
MEDIA COVERAGE 
COMPILATION

IPMA Raises Alarm Over 
Predatory Imports Amid 
Global Trade Realignments

April 2025



Key messaging

l Predatory imports from ASEAN and China are 
threatening the viability of over 900 domes�c paper 
mills, 20 lakh jobs, and INR 80,000 crore worth of 
economic value.

l India risks becoming a dumping ground for global paper 
surplus, especially with US tariffs pushing Asian exports 
toward our shores.

l It’s �me to move paper and paperboard into India’s FTA 
exclusion list and enforce quality controls to stop sub-
standard imports.

l Government’s move to monitor diverted trade inflows is 
a welcome move. Paper must be included on that list 
before it’s too late.



Paper Industry Seeks Ban On Inferior Grade Material 
Imports, Policy Action Amid US Tariff Action

PTI 18 Apr 2025, 04:39 PM IST

'In the last four years, imports from China and ASEAN have more than doubled. 
Now, with the US and EU imposing restrictive tariffs and other trade remedial 

measures to protect their own markets, India is at risk of becoming a dumping 
ground for excess inventory from export-driven Asian economies,' said IPMA 
president Pawan Agarwal.

The paper industry has urged the government to ban inferior-grade material 
imports, impose quality control orders and monitor inward paper shipments to 
protect local manufacturers from predatory imports.

Raising concerns over rising cheap imports, the Indian Paper Manufacturers 
Association (IPMA) has stated that the situation is likely to worsen signi�cantly amid 
the recent baseline and reciprocal tariffs imposed by US President Donald Trump on 
key Asian exporters, including China and Indonesia.

IPMA stated that the Indian paper industry, with an estimated annual production of 
22 million tonnes and employing over 20 lakh people directly and indirectly, is 
already grappling with escalating imports of paper and paperboard under 
preferential trade agreements.

The association has sought a ban on imports of rejected and inferior-grade material 
(stocklot), along with appropriate trade remedial measures, to check cheap paper 
and paperboard shipments, IMPA said in a statement.

IMPA has called for urgent policy action to safeguard the domestic paper industry 
while �agging the threat of global inventories being diverted to India.

The association has demanded the inclusion of paper and paperboard in the 
exclusion list of the ASEAN-India FTA and the issuance of Quality Control Orders to 
curb the in�ux of sub-standard imports.

IPMA noted that paper and paperboard imports into India touched nearly 1.76 
million tonnes in April-December 2024-25, with imports from China (up 36%) and 
ASEAN (up 23%) during the period.

https://www.ndtvprofit.com/business/paper-industry-seeks-ban-on-inferior-grade-material-imports-policy-action-amid-us-tariff-action

Indian Paper Manufacturers Association has called for urgent policy action to safeguard the domestic paper industry while 
�agging the threat of global inventories being diverted to India.
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Raising concerns over rising cheap imports, the Indian Paper Manufacturers 

Association has stated that the situation is likely to worsen significantly amid 

the recent baseline and reciprocal tariffs. (Image by Markus Winkler from Pixabay)
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"In the last four years, imports from China and ASEAN have more than 
doubled. Now, with the US and EU imposing restrictive tariffs and other 
trade remedial measures to protect their own markets, India is at risk of 
becoming a dumping ground for excess inventory from export-driven 
Asian economies," said IPMA president Pawan Agarwal.

IMPA has called for urgent policy action to safeguard the domestic paper 
industry while �lagging the threat of global inventories being diverted to 
India.

IPMA has also sought monitoring of paper imports under the proposed 
Inter-Ministerial Import Monitoring Group. The association has 
demanded the inclusion of paper and paperboard in the exclusion list of 
the ASEAN-India FTA and the issuance of Quality Control Orders to curb 
the in�lux of sub-standard imports.

IPMA stated that the Indian paper industry, with an estimated annual 
production of 22 million tonnes and employing over 20 lakh people 
directly and indirectly, is already grappling with escalating imports of 
paper and paperboard under preferential trade agreements.

IPMA noted that paper and paperboard imports into India touched nearly 
1.76 million tonnes in April-December 2024-25, with imports from China 
(up 36 per cent) and ASEAN (up 23 per cent) during the period.

Raising concerns over rising cheap imports, the Indian Paper 
Manufacturers Association (IPMA) has stated that the situation is likely 
to worsen signi�icantly amid the recent baseline and reciprocal tariffs 
imposed by US President Donald Trump on key Asian exporters, includ-
ing China and Indonesia.

The paper industry has urged the government to ban inferior-grade 
material imports, impose quality control orders and monitor inward 
paper shipments to protect local manufacturers from predatory imports.

The association has sought a ban on imports of rejected and inferior-
grade material (stocklot), along with appropriate trade remedial 
measures, to check cheap paper and paperboard shipments, IMPA said in 
a statement.

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/indl-goods/svs/paper-/-wood-/-glass/-plastic/-marbles/paper-industry-seeks-ban-on-inferior-grade-material-imports-policy-action-amid-us-tariff-war/articleshow/120407091.cms?from=mdr

Synopsis

The Indian Paper Manufacturers Association (IPMA) is urging government intervention to protect local manufacturers 
from a surge in cheap paper imports.Concerns are mounting due to tariffs imposed by the US on key Asian exporters, 
potentially diverting excess inventory to India.
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The paper industry has urged the government to ban inferior-grade 
material imports, impose quality control orders and monitor inward 
paper shipments to protect local manufacturers from predatory imports.

Raising concerns over rising cheap imports, the Indian Paper 
Manufacturers Association (IPMA) has stated that the situation is likely 
to worsen signi�icantly amid the recent baseline and reciprocal tariffs 
imposed by US President Donald Trump on key Asian exporters, includ-
ing China and Indonesia.

The association has sought a ban on imports of rejected and inferior-
grade material (stocklot), along with appropriate trade remedial 
measures, to check cheap paper and paperboard shipments, IMPA said in 
a statement.

IPMA has also sought monitoring of paper imports under the proposed 
Inter-Ministerial Import Monitoring Group.

IPMA noted that paper and paperboard imports into India touched nearly 
1.76 million tonnes in April-December 2024-25, with imports from China 
(up 36 per cent) and ASEAN (up 23 per cent) during the period.

The association has demanded the inclusion of paper and paperboard in 
the exclusion list of the ASEAN-India FTA and the issuance of Quality 
Control Orders to curb the in�lux of sub-standard imports.

IPMA stated that the Indian paper industry, with an estimated annual 
production of 22 million tonnes and employing over 20 lakh people 
directly and indirectly, is already grappling with escalating imports of 
paper and paperboard under preferential trade agreements.

IMPA has called for urgent policy action to safeguard the domestic paper 
industry while �lagging the threat of global inventories being diverted to 
India.

"In the last four years, imports from China and ASEAN have more than 
doubled. Now, with the US and EU imposing restrictive tariffs and other 
trade remedial measures to protect their own markets, India is at risk of 
becoming a dumping ground for excess inventory from export-driven 
Asian economies," said IPMA president Pawan Agarwal.

https://www.outlookbusiness.com/economy-and-policy/paper-industry-seeks-ban-on-inferior-grade-material-imports-policy-action-amid-us-tariff-war

ANI

Paper Industry Urges Import Ban on Low-Grade Material, Seeks Policy Support Amid US Tariff War

Paper Industry Seeks Ban on Inferior Grade Material Imports, Policy Action Amid US Tariff war
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The paper industry has urged the government to ban inferior-grade 
material imports, impose quality control orders and monitor inward 
paper shipments to protect local manufacturers from predatory imports.

IMPA has called for urgent policy action to safeguard the domestic paper 
industry while �lagging the threat of global inventories being diverted to 
India.

Raising concerns over rising cheap imports, the Indian Paper 
Manufacturers Association (IPMA) has stated that the situation is likely 
to worsen signi�icantly amid the recent baseline and reciprocal tariffs 
imposed by US President Donald Trump on key Asian exporters, includ-
ing China and Indonesia.

The association has sought a ban on imports of rejected and inferior-
grade material (stocklot), along with appropriate trade remedial 
measures, to check cheap paper and paperboard shipments, IMPA said in 
a statement.

The association has demanded the inclusion of paper and paperboard in 
the exclusion list of the ASEAN-India FTA and the issuance of Quality 
Control Orders to curb the in�lux of sub-standard imports.

IPMA stated that the Indian paper industry, with an estimated annual 
production of 22 million tonnes and employing over 20 lakh people 

directly and indirectly, is already grappling with escalating imports of 
paper and paperboard under preferential trade agreements.

“In the last four years, imports from China and ASEAN have more than 
doubled. Now, with the US and EU imposing restrictive tariffs and other 
trade remedial measures to protect their own markets, India is at risk of 
becoming a dumping ground for excess inventory from export-driven 
Asian economies," said IPMA president Pawan Agarwal.

IPMA noted that paper and paperboard imports into India touched 
nearly 1.76 million tonnes in April-December 2024-25, with imports 
from China (up 36 per cent) and ASEAN (up 23 per cent) during the 
period.

IPMA has also sought monitoring of paper imports under the proposed 
Inter-Ministerial Import Monitoring Group.

https://www.theweek.in/wire-updates/business/2025/04/18/dcm46-biz-paper-industry-tariff.html



IPMA urges ban on inferior paper imports to protect 
domestic industry
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The paper industry has urged the government to ban inferior-grade 
material imports, impose quality control orders and monitor inward 
paper shipments to protect local manufacturers from predatory imports.

IPMA noted that paper and paperboard imports into India touched 
nearly 1.76 million tonnes in April-December 2024-25, with imports 
from China (up 36 per cent) and ASEAN (up 23 per cent) during the 
period.

The association has sought a ban on imports of rejected and inferior-
grade material (stocklot), along with appropriate trade remedial 
measures, to check cheap paper and paperboard shipments, IMPA said in 
a statement.

IPMA has also sought monitoring of paper imports under the proposed 
Inter-Ministerial Import Monitoring Group.

IMPA has called for urgent policy action to safeguard the domestic paper 
industry while �lagging the threat of global inventories being diverted to 
India.

IPMA stated that the Indian paper industry, with an estimated annual 
production of 22 million tonnes and employing over 20 lakh people 

directly and indirectly, is already grappling with escalating imports of 
paper and paperboard under preferential trade agreements.

The association has demanded the inclusion of paper and paperboard in 
the exclusion list of the ASEAN-India FTA and the issuance of Quality 
Control Orders to curb the in�lux of sub-standard imports.

Raising concerns over rising cheap imports, the Indian Paper 
Manufacturers Association (IPMA) has stated that the situation is likely 
to worsen signi�icantly amid the recent baseline and reciprocal tariffs 
imposed by US President Donald Trump on key Asian exporters, includ-
ing China and Indonesia.

"In the last four years, imports from China and ASEAN have more than 
doubled. Now, with the US and EU imposing restrictive tariffs and other 
trade remedial measures to protect their own markets, India is at risk of 
becoming a dumping ground for excess inventory from export-driven 
Asian economies," said IPMA president Pawan Agarwal.

https://www.editorji.com/india-news/ipma-urges-import-ban-on-inferior-paper-1744971571253

IPMA urges government action against low-quality paper imports to protect the domestic industry, stressing bans on subpar materials and 

monitoring imports.
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Raising concerns over rising cheap imports, the Indian Paper 
Manufacturers Association (IPMA) has stated that the situation is likely 
to worsen signi�icantly amid the recent baseline and reciprocal tariffs 
imposed by US President Donald Trump on key Asian exporters, includ-
ing China and Indonesia.

IPMA noted that paper and paperboard imports into India touched 
nearly 1.76 million tonnes in April-December 2024-25, with imports 
from China (up 36 per cent) and ASEAN (up 23 per cent) during the 
period.

IPMA has also sought monitoring of paper imports under the proposed 
Inter-Ministerial Import Monitoring Group. The association has 
demanded the inclusion of paper and paperboard in the exclusion list of 
the ASEAN-India FTA and the issuance of Quality Control Orders to curb 
the in�lux of sub-standard imports.

"In the last four years, imports from China and ASEAN have more than 
doubled. Now, with the US and EU imposing restrictive tariffs and other 
trade remedial measures to protect their own markets, India is at risk of 
becoming a dumping ground for excess inventory from export-driven 
Asian economies," said IPMA president Pawan Agarwal.

The association has sought a ban on imports of rejected and inferior-
grade material (stocklot), along with appropriate trade remedial 
measures, to check cheap paper and paperboard shipments, IMPA said in 
a statement.

IPMA stated that the Indian paper industry, with an estimated annual 
production of 22 million tonnes and employing over 20 lakh people 
directly and indirectly, is already grappling with escalating imports of 
paper and paperboard under preferential trade agreements.

The paper industry has urged the government to ban inferior-grade 
material imports, impose quality control orders and monitor inward 
paper shipments to protect local manufacturers from predatory imports.

IMPA has called for urgent policy action to safeguard the domestic paper 
industry while �lagging the threat of global inventories being diverted to 
India.

https://manufacturing.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/fmcg/paper-industry-seeks-ban-on-inferior-grade-material-imports-policy-action-amid-us-tariff-war/120407889

The Indian Paper Manufacturers Association (IPMA) is urging government intervent to protect local manufacturers from 
a surge in cheap paper imports

IPMA has also sought monitoring of paper imports under the proposed Inter-

Ministerial Import Monitoring Group.
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