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Key messaging

India risks becoming a dumping ground for global paper
surplus, especially with US tariffs pushing Asian exports
toward our shores.

Predatory imports from ASEAN and China are
threatening the viability of over 900 domestic paper
mills, 20 lakh jobs, and INR 80,000 crore worth of
economic value.

It’s time to move paper and paperboard into India’s FTA
exclusion list and enforce quality controls to stop sub-
standard imports.

Government’s move to monitor diverted trade inflows is
a welcome move. Paper must be included on that list
before it’s too late.



NDTV |Profit

Paper Industry Seeks Ban On Inferior Grade Material
Imports, Policy Action Amid US Tariff Action

Indian Paper Manufacturers Association has called for urgent policy action to safeguard the domestic paper industry while

flagging the threat of global inventories being diverted to India.

PTI 18 Apr 2025, 04:39 PM IST

The paper industry has urged the government to ban inferior-grade material
imports, impose quality control orders and monitor inward paper shipments to
protectlocal manufacturers from predatoryimports.

Raising concerns over rising cheap imports, the Indian Paper Manufacturers
Association (IPMA) has stated that the situation is likely to worsen significantly amid
therecentbaseline and reciprocal tariffsimposed by US President Donald Trump on
key Asian exporters, including Chinaand Indonesia.

IMPA has called for urgent policy action to safeguard the domestic paper industry
while flagging the threat of global inventories being diverted to India.

The association has soughta ban onimports of rejected and inferior-grade material
(stocklot), along with appropriate trade remedial measures, to check cheap paper
and paperboard shipments, IMPA said in a statement.

The association has demanded the inclusion of paper and paperboard in the
exclusion list of the ASEAN-India FTA and the issuance of Quality Control Orders to
curb theinflux of sub-standard imports.

IPMA stated that the Indian paper industry, with an estimated annual production of
22 million tonnes and employing over 20 lakh people directly and indirectly, is
already grappling with escalating imports of paper and paperboard under
preferential trade agreements.

'In the last four years, imports from China and ASEAN have more than doubled.
Now, with the US and EU imposing restrictive tariffs and other trade remedial

Raising concerns over rising cheap imports, the Indian Paper Manufacturers
Association has stated that the situation is likely to worsen significantly amid
the recent baseline and reciprocal tariffs. (Image by Markus Winkler from Pixabay)

measures to protect their own markets, India is at risk of becoming a dumping
ground for excess inventory from export-driven Asian economies, said IPMA
president Pawan Agarwal.

IPMA noted that paper and paperboard imports into India touched nearly 1.76
million tonnes in April-December 2024-25, with imports from China (up 36%) and
ASEAN (up 23%) during the period.

https://www.ndtvprofit.com/business/paper-industry-seeks-ban-on-inferior-grade-material-imports-policy-action-amid-us-tariff-action
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Paper industry seeks ban on inferior grade material imports, policy

action amid US tariff war
PTI | Last Updated: Apr 18, 2025, 04:50:00 PM IST

Synopsis

The Indian Paper Manufacturers Association (IPMA) is urging government intervention to protect local manufacturers
from a surge in cheap paper imports.Concerns are mounting due to tariffs imposed by the US on key Asian exporters,

potentially diverting excess inventory to India.

The paper industry has urged the government to ban inferior-grade
material imports, impose quality control orders and monitor inward
paper shipments to protectlocal manufacturers from predatory imports.

Raising concerns over rising cheap imports, the Indian Paper
Manufacturers Association (IPMA) has stated that the situation is likely
to worsen significantly amid the recent baseline and reciprocal tariffs
imposed by US President Donald Trump on key Asian exporters, includ-
ing Chinaand Indonesia.

IMPA has called for urgent policy action to safeguard the domestic paper
industry while flagging the threat of global inventories being diverted to
India.

The association has sought a ban on imports of rejected and inferior-
grade material (stocklot), along with appropriate trade remedial
measures, to check cheap paper and paperboard shipments, IMPA said in
astatement.

IPMA has also sought monitoring of paper imports under the proposed
Inter-Ministerial Import Monitoring Group. The association has
demanded the inclusion of paper and paperboard in the exclusion list of
the ASEAN-India FTA and the issuance of Quality Control Orders to curb
the influx of sub-standard imports.

[PMA stated that the Indian paper industry, with an estimated annual
production of 22 million tonnes and employing over 20 lakh people
directly and indirectly, is already grappling with escalating imports of
paper and paperboard under preferential trade agreements.

Representative image

"In the last four years, imports from China and ASEAN have more than
doubled. Now, with the US and EU imposing restrictive tariffs and other
trade remedial measures to protect their own markets, India is at risk of
becoming a dumping ground for excess inventory from export-driven
Asian economies," said IPMA president Pawan Agarwal.

IPMA noted that paper and paperboard imports into India touched nearly
1.76 million tonnes in April-December 2024-25, with imports from China
(up 36 per cent) and ASEAN (up 23 per cent) during the period.

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/indl-goods/svs/paper-/-wood-/-glass/-plastic/-marbles/paper-industry-seeks-ban-on-inferior-grade-material-imports-policy-action-amid-us-tariff-war/articleshow/120407091.cms?from=mdr
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THINK BEYOND. STAY AHEAD.

Paper Industry Seeks Ban on Inferior Grade Material Imports, Policy

Action Amid US Tariff war

Paper Industry Urges Import Ban on Low-Grade Material, Seeks Policy Support Amid US Tariff War

PTI | Updated on: 18 April 2025 4:03 pm

The paper industry has urged the government to ban inferior-grade
material imports, impose quality control orders and monitor inward
paper shipments to protectlocal manufacturers from predatory imports.

Raising concerns over rising cheap imports, the Indian Paper
Manufacturers Association (IPMA) has stated that the situation is likely
to worsen significantly amid the recent baseline and reciprocal tariffs
imposed by US President Donald Trump on key Asian exporters, includ-
ing China and Indonesia.

IMPA has called for urgent policy action to safeguard the domestic paper
industry while flagging the threat of global inventories being diverted to
India.

The association has sought a ban on imports of rejected and inferior-
grade material (stocklot), along with appropriate trade remedial
measures, to check cheap paper and paperboard shipments, IMPA said in
astatement.

IPMA has also sought monitoring of paper imports under the proposed
Inter-Ministerial Import Monitoring Group.

The association has demanded the inclusion of paper and paperboard in
the exclusion list of the ASEAN-India FTA and the issuance of Quality
Control Orders to curb the influx of sub-standard imports.

IPMA stated that the Indian paper industry, with an estimated annual
production of 22 million tonnes and employing over 20 lakh people
directly and indirectly, is already grappling with escalating imports of
paper and paperboard under preferential trade agreements.

Paper Industry Seeks Ban on Inferior Grade Material Imports, Policy Action Amid US Tariff war

"In the last four years, imports from China and ASEAN have more than
doubled. Now, with the US and EU imposing restrictive tariffs and other
trade remedial measures to protect their own markets, India is at risk of
becoming a dumping ground for excess inventory from export-driven
Asian economies," said IPMA president Pawan Agarwal.

IPMA noted that paper and paperboard importsinto India touched nearly
1.76 million tonnes in April-December 2024-25, with imports from China
(up 36 per cent) and ASEAN (up 23 per cent) during the period.

https://www.outlookbusiness.com/economy-and-policy/paper-industry-seeks-ban-on-inferior-grade-material-imports-policy-action-amid-us-tariff-war
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Paper industry seeks ban on inferior grade material imports
policy action amid US tariff war

PTI Updated: April 18, 2025 15:53 IST

The paper industry has urged the government to ban inferior-grade
material imports, impose quality control orders and monitor inward
paper shipments to protect local manufacturers from predatory imports.

Raising concerns over rising cheap imports, the Indian Paper
Manufacturers Association (IPMA) has stated that the situation is likely
to worsen significantly amid the recent baseline and reciprocal tariffs
imposed by US President Donald Trump on key Asian exporters, includ-
ing Chinaand Indonesia.

IMPA has called for urgent policy action to safeguard the domestic paper
industry while flagging the threat of global inventories being diverted to
India.

The association has sought a ban on imports of rejected and inferior-
grade material (stocklot), along with appropriate trade remedial
measures, to check cheap paper and paperboard shipments, IMPA said in
astatement.

IPMA has also sought monitoring of paper imports under the proposed
Inter-Ministerial Import Monitoring Group.

The association has demanded the inclusion of paper and paperboard in
the exclusion list of the ASEAN-India FTA and the issuance of Quality
Control Orders to curb the influx of sub-standard imports.

IPMA stated that the Indian paper industry, with an estimated annual
production of 22 million tonnes and employing over 20 lakh people

https://www.theweek.in/wire-updates/business/2025/04/18/dcm46-biz-paper-industry-tariff.html
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directly and indirectly, is already grappling with escalating imports of
paper and paperboard under preferential trade agreements.

“In the last four years, imports from China and ASEAN have more than
doubled. Now, with the US and EU imposing restrictive tariffs and other
trade remedial measures to protect their own markets, India is at risk of
becoming a dumping ground for excess inventory from export-driven
Asian economies," said IPMA president Pawan Agarwal.

I[PMA noted that paper and paperboard imports into India touched
nearly 1.76 million tonnes in April-December 2024-25, with imports
from China (up 36 per cent) and ASEAN (up 23 per cent) during the
period.
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IPMA urges ban on inferior paper imports to protect

domestic industry

I IPMA urges government action against low-quality paper imports to protect the domestic industry, stressing bans on subpar materials and

monitoring imports.

PTI Apr 18, 2025 15:51 | Editorji News Desk

The paper industry has urged the government to ban inferior-grade
material imports, impose quality control orders and monitor inward
paper shipments to protectlocal manufacturers from predatory imports.

Raising concerns over rising cheap imports, the Indian Paper
Manufacturers Association (IPMA) has stated that the situation is likely
to worsen significantly amid the recent baseline and reciprocal tariffs
imposed by US President Donald Trump on key Asian exporters, includ-
ing Chinaand Indonesia.

IMPA has called for urgent policy action to safeguard the domestic paper
industry while flagging the threat of global inventories being diverted to
India.

The association has sought a ban on imports of rejected and inferior-
grade material (stocklot), along with appropriate trade remedial
measures, to check cheap paper and paperboard shipments, IMPA said in
astatement.

IPMA has also sought monitoring of paper imports under the proposed
Inter-Ministerial Import Monitoring Group.

The association has demanded the inclusion of paper and paperboard in
the exclusion list of the ASEAN-India FTA and the issuance of Quality
Control Orders to curb the influx of sub-standard imports.

IPMA stated that the Indian paper industry, with an estimated annual
production of 22 million tonnes and employing over 20 lakh people

https://www.editorji.com/india-news/ipma-urges-import-ban-on-inferior-paper-1744971571253

directly and indirectly, is already grappling with escalating imports of
paper and paperboard under preferential trade agreements.

"In the last four years, imports from China and ASEAN have more than
doubled. Now, with the US and EU imposing restrictive tariffs and other
trade remedial measures to protect their own markets, India is at risk of
becoming a dumping ground for excess inventory from export-driven
Asian economies," said IPMA president Pawan Agarwal.

[PMA noted that paper and paperboard imports into India touched
nearly 1.76 million tonnes in April-December 2024-25, with imports
from China (up 36 per cent) and ASEAN (up 23 per cent) during the
period.
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From The Economic Times

Paper industry seeks ban on inferior grade material
imports, policy action amid US tariff war

The Indian Paper Manufacturers Association (IPMA) is urging government intervent to protect local manufacturers from

a surge in cheap paper imports

PTI Updated: April 18, 2025 05:39PM IST

The paper industry has urged the government to ban inferior-grade
material imports, impose quality control orders and monitor inward
paper shipments to protectlocal manufacturers from predatory imports.

Raising concerns over rising cheap imports, the Indian Paper
Manufacturers Association (IPMA) has stated that the situation is likely
to worsen significantly amid the recent baseline and reciprocal tariffs
imposed by US President Donald Trump on key Asian exporters, includ-
ing China and Indonesia.

IMPA has called for urgent policy action to safeguard the domestic paper
industry while flagging the threat of global inventories being diverted to
India.

The association has sought a ban on imports of rejected and inferior-
grade material (stocklot), along with appropriate trade remedial
measures, to check cheap paper and paperboard shipments, IMPA said in
astatement.

IPMA has also sought monitoring of paper imports under the proposed
Inter-Ministerial Import Monitoring Group. The association has
demanded the inclusion of paper and paperboard in the exclusion list of
the ASEAN-India FTA and the issuance of Quality Control Orders to curb
the influx of sub-standard imports.

IPMA stated that the Indian paper industry, with an estimated annual
production of 22 million tonnes and employing over 20 lakh people
directly and indirectly, is already grappling with escalating imports of
paper and paperboard under preferential trade agreements.

IPMA has also sought monitoring of paper imports under the proposed Inter-
Ministerial Import Monitoring Group.

"In the last four years, imports from China and ASEAN have more than
doubled. Now, with the US and EU imposing restrictive tariffs and other
trade remedial measures to protect their own markets, India is at risk of
becoming a dumping ground for excess inventory from export-driven
Asian economies," said IPMA president Pawan Agarwal.

IPMA noted that paper and paperboard imports into India touched
nearly 1.76 million tonnes in April-December 2024-25, with imports
from China (up 36 per cent) and ASEAN (up 23 per cent) during the
period.

https://manufacturing.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/fmcg/paper-industry-seeks-ban-on-inferior-grade-material-imports-policy-action-amid-us-tariff-war/120407889
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US defends
tariff at WTO

OUR BUREAU

Calcutta: The UShas informed
the World Trade Organisation
(WTO) that its decision to im-
pose tariffs on steel and alu-
minium was based on national
security considerations and
not safeguard measures.

This clarification came in
response to Indla’s request
for consultations under the
WTO’'s Agreement on Safe-
guards, submitted on April 11.

India has argued that the
US tariffs, despite being de-
scribed as securlty measures,
functionally act as safeguard
measures. Furthermore, India
stated that the US failed to no-
tify the WTO's Committes on
Safeguards, as required under
the Agreement on Safeguards.

In its response, the US
maintained that the tariffs
were imposed under Section
232 of the Trade Expansion
Act, which allows actions
based on national security
grounds. The US asserted
that the measures were imple-
mented to adjust iImports that
pose a threat to its national se-
curlty and are protected under
the security exceptions of the
General Agreement on Tariffs
and Trade (GATT) 1994.

TRADETENSION

m The US defended its
steel and aluminium tariffs
atthe WTO, stating they
were imposed for national
security reasons

m India argued that the
tariffs function as safeguard
measures and said the US
failed to notify the WTO as
required

The commumication empha-
sised that the tariffs were not
imposaed under the Trade Actof
1974, which governs safeguard
actions. Therefore, the US ar-
gued, there s no legal basis for
India’s consultatlons under the

Safegnards Agroement.

Paper concern

The Indian Paper Manufac-
turers Association (IPMA) has
urged the government to curb
the rising influx of cheap and
inferior-grade paper imports.
It called for a ban on
stocklot material, issuance of
Guality Control Orders, and
strict monitoring through the
proposed Inter-Ministerial Im-

port Monitoring Group.
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Amid US tariff war, paper industry
secks aban on inferior grade imports

|
Press Trust of India
Mumbai

The paperindustryhas urged
the government to ban in-
ferior-grade material im-
ports, impose quality control
orders and monitor inward
paper shipments to protect
local manufacturers from
predatory imports.

Raising concerns over
rising cheap imports, the In-
dian Paper Manufacturers
Association (IPMA) has
stated that the situation is
likely to worsen amid the re-
cent baseline and reciprocal
tariffs imposed by US Presid-
ent Donald Trump on key
Asian exporters, including
China and Indonesia.

The association has called
for urgent policy action to
safeguard the domestic pa-
per industry while flagging
the threat of global inventor-

ies being diverted to India.
IPMA has also sought monit-
oring of paper imports under
the proposed Inter-Minis-
terial Import Monitoring
Group.

The association has de-
manded the inclusion of pa-
per and paperboard in the ex-
clusion list of  the
ASEAN-IndiaFTAand theis-
suance of Quality Control
Orders to curb the influx of
sub-standard imports.

GROWING IMPORTS

IPMA said in a statement
that the Indian paper in-
dustry, with an estimated an-
nual production of 22 mil-
lion tonnes and employing
over 20 lakh people directly
and indirectly, is grappling
with escalating imports of
paper and paperboard under
preferential trade agree-
ments. “In the last four
years, imports from China

and ASEAN have more than
doubled. Now, with the US
and EU imposing restrictive
tariffs and other trade re-
medial measures to protect
their own markets, Indiais at
risk of becoming a dumping
ground for excess inventory
from export-driven Asian
economies,” said IPMA pres-
ident Pawan Agarwal.
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Paper industry seeks
ban on inferior grade
matenal imports

NEW DELHI

The paper industry has urged
the government to ban inferior-
grade material imports, impose
quality control orders and
monitor inward paper ship-
ments to protect local manufac-
turers from predatory imports.

Raising concerns over rising
cheap imports, the IPMA has
stated that the situation is likely
to worsen significantly amid
the recent baseline and recip-
rocal tariffs imposed by US
President Donald Trump on
key Asian exporters, including
China and Indonesia.

IMPA has called for urgent
policy action to safeguard the
domestic paper industry while

flagging the threat of global
inventories being diverted to
India.

The association has sought a
ban on imports of rejected and
inferior-grade material (stock-
lot), along with appropriate
trade remedial measures, to
check cheap paper and paper-
board shipments, IMPA said in
a statement.

IPMA has also sought moni-
toring of paper imports under
the proposed Inter-Ministerial
Import Monitoring Group. The
association has demanded the
inclusion of paper and paper-
board in the exclusion list of
the ASEAN-India FTA and the
issuance of Quality Control
Orders to curb the influx of
sub-standard imports.






