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About JPA:
JPA is the association consisting of major paper manufacturing companies with the aim to promote 
development of the Japanese paper industry and are engaged in the following activities through the 
committee members:

Exchange of views and information among members
Research for production of paper, paperboard and pulp at home and abroad
Collection, preparation and announcement of information, data and statistics of the industry
Publicity activities
Others that are necessary to achieve the aim

Member companies:
31 Major pulp and paper companies in Japan: a sum of paper and paperboard production of member 
companies in 2022 was 20.74 million tons that was 87.7% of total paper and paperboard production in Japan.

Publications (https://www.jpa.gr.jp/en/):

Action Plan for Prevention of Industrial Accidents (2018)
Countermeasures against Global Warming aiming at Net Zero GHG emission from Paper Industry - Long-
Term Vision 2050 (2021)
Japan Paper Association Sustainability Reports (2021 and 2022)
Other documents can also be found at https://www.jpa.gr.jp/en/, but only available in Japanese.

Overview of Japan Paper Association (JPA)
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8

Measures to Secure Fibres for Sustainable Industry

The paper industry is striving for establishing sustainable and resilient industry, 
including development of reliable and stable supply chains in accordance with 

Conversion of non-forest 
lands into plantation forests 

and enhancement of 
appropriate forest 

management

Certification method 
to verify the legality of wood 

Increase in recovered paper 
utilization rate

1. Total land area: 37.8 million ha
2. Forest area: 25.0 million ha

- Natural forest area:  14.9 million ha
- Artificial forest area: 10.1 million ha 

3. Forest coverage rate: 66%
4. Certified forest area: 2.63 million ha

- FSC certified forest area: 0.42 million ha
- SGEC certified forest area: 2.21 million ha

5. Forest area managed by JPA members: 0.34 million ha
- Natural forest area:  0.20 million ha
- Artificial forest area: 0.14 million ha
- Certified forest area: 0.27 million ha 

(80%

Forest in Japan: Current State
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Measures to combat illegal logging and wood trade

In 2006, JPA formulated the Code of Conduct of the Japan Paper Association 
for Issues on Illegal Logging.
JPA confirms the certification method used by its member companies to 
verify the legality of wood

No illegally logged wood is used for papermaking.

Imported wood
Wood from certified forests, and
controlled and managed wood

Domestic wood
Legality of wood is verified 

by individual companies 
or group certification

Legality

2. Measures to Improve the Industry Image:
PR Activities of Japanese Paper Industry
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Examples of Misleading Messages

Year Company/
Association Contents

2021

Broadcaster
In the program guide magazine distributed to viewing subscribers, it stated, 
promote the protection of the natural environment by reducing the use of paper, we 

Film production 
company

In an advertisement that the video business company was planning to run in the Nikkei, it 
stated, 
the prevention of global warming, and air and water pollution.''

Road service 
association

In the announcement that the magazine for members would be converted to a quarterly 
magazine from 2022, it stated that paper consumption in making paper booklets is the 
main cause of CO2 emissions.

2022

Food
processing 
company

In animations for learning about the SDGs, which were broadcast on satellite TV stations and 
published on the company's YouTube account, the message 

was displayed.

Credit card 
company

In the guidance on charging and discontinuing paper usage statements, and transitioning to 
a web statement service, it stated 

These messages may lead the general public to believe the myths such as

Fighting Against the Headwinds

Dispel the myths and enhance the correct understanding 
of the paper industry

Disseminate our advantages in the environmental preservation

Paper consumption =

Paper industry = Resource-recycling industry 
contributing to circular economy

Find a way to appeal from the new point of view

Deforestation and adverse 
environmental effects

Additionally,
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Activities to Appeal to Younger Generation

- -

  Target: Mainly, but not limited to, younger generation (20s and 30s) 
  s 
Day season since 2011, which encourage participants to write letters to someone who they love on the Valentine's Day.

Have participants rediscover the benefits and good effects of putting down your 
feelings on paper, which you may not do with digital media

Activities to Appeal to General Public

Advertising in weekly magazines (since 1999)
  Shukan Bunshun (weekly magazine): 0.5 Million circulation

Program overview: Celebrities write essays on their thoughts 
about paper, and advertisements are placed in the magazine 
from the PR perspective.

Pamphlet/booklet publication and distribution
  Target: General public
Program overview: Publish and distribute pamphlets/booklets that 
highlight the paper industry's environmental efforts, especially 
sustainable forest management, and the appeals and 
characteristics of paper. Expand their use as explanatory materials 
for users through paper distributors and so on.

Make the facts about paper widely known

- Enhance the correct understanding of the paper industry as a resource-recycling industry -
- -
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